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Whenever you come here to the Commonwealth War Cemetery, Yokohama, you see the well cared 

site of greenery and repose. Have you ever noticed that these 1800 plus graves allocated in order 

have a different and very special story each? We have “listened” to these stories of the men 

interred here, so far away from their homelands. Let us introduce three of these stories today. 

 

■Albert Kennington, British Section E B13,  Died on 14th March 1944, 32 years old 

  As the Captain of SS Kirkpool, Albert Kennington was 

sailing across the South Atlantic. Her cargo was a full load of 

coal to Uruguay from Durban, South Africa. Though she was 

a merchant ship, she was equipped with a stern mounted 4-

inch gun, which was her only weaponry and was sailing 

independently. On 10th April 1942 she was monitored by 

radar from the German commerce raider Thor. 

 SS Kirkpool                   Suddenly she was shelled and ablaze.                    

  She started to go down by the head. No time for her gun crew to counterattack.  Captain 

Kennington gave the order to abandon ship. A cargo net was released and the crew struggled to 

jump into the sea, under raking machine gun fire. When the shelling had subsided, Thor went 

around, pulling the survivors from the water, for the next three and a half hours. 32 out of the 46 

men were rescued. Eventually they were transferred to the German supply ships Regensburg and 

Dresden. After stopping at Borneo, Java, and Sumatra, they headed to Japan and arrived at 

Yokohama.  They were then handed over to the Japanese authorities. Around the same time on the 

sea, a merchant ship Nankin was en route from Australia to Sri Lanka. She was captured by Thor 

and some 350 passengers and crew were also taken to Yokohama, together with those from 

Kirkpool. Captain Kennington and his crew, as well as Nankin’s were taken to Kawasaki Camp 

No.1 (some others to Nagoya and Osaka) and forced labour for the next three years, while the 

passengers of Nankin and heavily injured crew were taken to Fukushima by train and interred in a 

convent for the same period.  (see our reports: 2015② Gleeson and 2017④ Indian Force Section) 

Captain Kennington could not survive the war and died on the 14th March 1944. Official records 

state that he was suffering from pneumonia and succumbed at the Shinagawa POW Hospital. 



Official documents also show that an Indian Fireman & Trimmer, Eboe Ullah, from the Kirkpool, 

died at Kawasaki on the 21st April 1945. He became sick, refused all food and died from the effects. 

(Indian Force Section: AF 7)  Both men left their beloved wives in their mother countries.   

 

■George Alfred IRWIN, Australian Section BD2, Died on 21st August 1943, 24 years old 

During the war, in Mizumaki-Machi, Fukuoka Pref. contiguous to the 

southwestern part of Kita-Kyushu City, was Fukuoka POW Camp No. 6 

Branch, and as many as 1,100 POWs were detained there. This Camp was 

also called as Orio Camp, or Mizumaki Camp. In this Camp the POWs with 

various nationalities, such as the Dutch, British, the U.S., Australia, and 

others were detained, and they were made to work at Takamatsu Coal Mine. 

Due to hard work and lack of food, 74 POWs perished before the war ended. 

Among the dead, the case of George Irwin, who attempted an escape and was 

shot gave a great shock to other POWs.  

Irwin was captured in Singapore on 15th February 1942 and was transferred to Mizumaki on 7 

June 1943. About 2.5 months later, on the early morning of 20 August, his disappearance from the 

Camp came to light. The MPs and Police immediately took action. The members of local voluntary 

guards, youth association, coal mine workers, and reservists also took part in the search for Irwin. 

On the following 21st, he was found at a place about 5 km from the Camp. By order of the 

Commander of Fukuoka Headquarter Camp, the Commander of No. 6 Branch and the staff members 

who went to receive Irwin strangled and shot him to death in a thicket on their way back to the Camp.  

After the war, by the war crimes court, the Commanders of Headquarter Camp and No. 6 Branch, 

who had ordered the execution by firing, the Sgt. Major and Sergeant who were the perpetrators were 

sentenced to death by hanging, and except the Sgt. Major, three were executed.  

George’s brother Joseph Irwin also became a POW in Singapore. He was sent to the 

Thailand/Burma to construct that notorious railway there, and died in November of the same year. 

Steve Irwin, a world-famous crocodile hunter (He was introduced by a Japanese TV and passed away 

in 2006) is Joseph’s great-grand son. 

Many Dutch POWs were detained in this Camp. A former Dutch POW Mr. Dolf Winkler re-visited 

Mizumaki in 1985, which started construction of a Tower of the Cross to repose the souls of the Dutch 

POWs who had deceased while in captivities. Since then, the peoples of Mizumaki and the town where 

Mr. Winkler lives have been enjoying good relationship between the two towns. 

 

■Alan Frederick McCOOK, New Zealand & Canadian Section CD15,  

Died on 1st January 1947, 28 years old 



 

Lieutenant Colonel Alan Frederick McCook MBE was not a POW, but a member of 

BCOF(British Commonwealth Occupation Force).  Some of those interred in this Cemetery in 

Yokohama did die after coming to Japan after the war. McCook was one of those. (See our report of 

2019 Sewell) 

    Soon after the outbreak of World War II, McCook was sent to various campaigns in North 

Africa, Greece, Crete and Italy as the first Contingent of New Zealand 

troops.   McCook's skills and untiring energy assisted in successfully 

overcoming all obstacles, enabling the Division to advance.  He was 

awarded an MBE for his bravery and notable work. 

  After the war, whilst on his way back to NZ, he was appointed as a 

BCOF Staff Officer in Tokyo.  On 1st January 1947, McCook was just 

having a cheerful get-together with friends.  At Tokyo's Empire House he 

was sitting on the frame of a wide-open window.  Bursting into laughter 

to a funny story he lost his balance and fell backwards from the 6th floor to the ground.  In New 

Zealand his tragic accidental death was reported as: "Officer's Fatal Fall". 

   Two days later the funeral service was conducted by a New Zealand chaplain at the 

Commonwealth War Cemetery, Yokohama.  The large attendance included representatives of all 

BCOF forces as well as from the USA.  Pall-bearers were from the New Zealand, Indian and 

Australian forces. After the service a firing party fired three volleys, then four buglers sounded the 

Last Post. 

  Lieutenant Colonel Alan Frederick McCook was one of four brothers who all served overseas.  

His younger brother was lost over the English Channel in February 1944. 

 Some years ago, McCook’s two nieces came to Japan to pay respects at his grave site, also to find 

out more details of their late uncle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

※For more information, contact us, http://www.powresearch.jp/jp/index.html 
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